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Defection only conjecture, U.S. says

By Bill Gertz

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

a2l : 24! LC
Uni tes sed an incorrect in-
telligence assessment, a_senior admin-
‘istration official said yesterday.

"There were some judgments and in-
dications that were very inconclusive
that perhaps somebody somewhere did
have a major KGB defector” said the of-
ficial, who agreed to comment on the con-
dition that he not be identified.

On Monday, a member of the Senate
Intelligence Committee, Chic Hecht, con-

firmed weekend reports that the United
States was harbonmg a senior KGB of-

ficer wh om
1)

East Germany
st spring. When told of the administra-
tiqn’ ig], the Nevada i re-

lied, “What else do vou expect them to

p

&{Y.S. News and World Report and The
New York Times reported last weekend
that congressional sources said the KGB
officer was a major general with “tech-

nical” knowledge. They said he had been
cooperating with the United States be-
fore defecting and had been resettled un-
der an assumed identity in the Midwest.

U.S. News said in a statement Monday
ithad relied on “multiple sources” for the
story and had been warned to expect of-
ficial denials. .

The White House ntional security ad-
viser, John Poinde issued a state-
ment Tuesday night denying any US..
knowledge of the defection. “Tb the best
of the knowledge of the United States
government, there is no such defector
either here or in any other country” he:
said.

senior administration official said

in the U.S. intelligence community.

that some officials believed the reports
were true, while others did not. There
was speculation that a Western ally may
be harboring the defector.

The controversy over the defector
heated up earlier this week when Mr.
Hecht told The Washington Times that
reports about the defector were true.
“The idea was to keep it very quiet, and
I'm sorry about the leak, [but] the story
has come into print. This thing should
never have been leaked,” he said.

r of Soviet

There have been a gumber of Soviet
intelliience;service defectionsf althou%h

intelligence experts.

cials, according to intelligence experts.
Last March, a U.S. mili transport

wms@ a Ewet g%!omat out of New

Delhi, India, to a U.S. mi se in
lﬁ Fgﬁstan and on to tﬁe United

“Rechecking yesterday, through our en-
tire system oﬂ intelligence agencies, we
found that there was no one that could

indicate to us that any country anywhere
did have a KGB defector the official

said.
According to the official, Mr. Poin-
dexter told television reporters Tuesday

Peshawar,
States, according to intelligence sources.
The defection E‘s never #en confirmed.
Another mystery defection involves
Soviet computer scientist Vladimir X
Alexandrov, who has been the subject of
an international KGB manhunt since he
disappeared in Spain last spring.
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